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Oath Sworn by the Candidate for Ordination to the Holy Priesthood 

 I, _______________________________________, who am being called to the service of the 
Church of Christ in the rank of Priest, in accordance with the resolution of our Ruling Bishop, His 
Grace the Right Reverend Bishop Irenei of London and Western Europe, by whose hand I am to be 
ordained to the this sacred rank, do vow and promise before Almighty God, standing before His Holy 
Gospel and the Life-Creating Cross, that I desire, and will strive in every way to remain loyal and 
obedient to the Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, to my lawful 
Archpastors, the First-Hierarch His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas of New York and Eastern 
America, His Grace Bishop Irenei of London and Western Europe, and to their successors. I vow 
before Almighty God that I have fully opened my soul to my Father Confessor and Hierarchy in 
preparation for ordination, and that there are no impediments to my ordination that I have hidden or 
otherwise kept secret from them. 

 I do vow and promise to carry out my responsibilities in accordance with the Holy Canons of 
the Orthodox Church, the prescribed Ustav and customs of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of 
Russia, and the prescriptions and instructions of the Diocesan Authorities, in perfect obedience to 
them, including adherence to the customs of the Church Abroad in terms of clerical dress and 
appearance, so far as circumstances allow; to perform the Divine Services with diligence and piety, 
according to the prescriptions of the Ustav and direction from my Ruling Bishop, without altering 
anything arbitrarily; to uphold the doctrines of the Faith, and to instruct others in the precepts of the 
Holy Orthodox Church and the teachings of the Holy Fathers; to protect from heresies and schisms 
the souls that will be entrusted to me, and to enlighten and bring to the path of Truth those who fall 
into error. Furthermore, I do vow to comport myself reverently, honourably, temperately and without 
avarice, being aware that the misdeeds of a minister of the Church rightly incur the greater 
punishment. I do promise and vow to lead a pious and sober life, far removed from vainglorious 
worldly pursuits, in the spirit of humble-mindedness and meekness, and to lead others to piety by a 
good example. I likewise promise to bear in mind, in every aspect of my ministry, not my own 
honour or profit, but the glory of God, the good order and estate of the Holy Church, and the 
salvation of my neighbours. In all of this, may the Lord God help me with His Grace and through the 
supplications of the all-pure Theotokos and all the saints. In confirmation of this my oath, I hereby 
kiss the Gospel and Cross of my Saviour, and sign this oath with my own hand. 

Signed: _________________________________________________________________ 

Name (printed)  _________________________________ Date: __________________________ 

Attestation of the Spiritual Father: The signatory of this oath was confessed by me and administered 
this oath. During the examination of his conscience, no impediments to his ordination to the Holy 
Priesthood were found.  

Signed: _________________________________________________________________ 

Name (printed)  _________________________________ Date: __________________________ 


