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Oath Sworn by the Candidate for Tonsure as Subdeacon 

 I, _______________________________________, who am being called to the service of the 
Church of Christ in the rank of Subdeacon, in accordance with the resolution of our Ruling Bishop, 
His Grace the Right Reverend Bishop Irenei of London and Western Europe, do vow and promise 
before Almighty God, standing before His Holy Gospel and the Life-Creating Cross, that I desire, and 
will strive in every way to remain loyal and obedient to the Synod of Bishops of the Russian 
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, to my lawful Archpastors, the First-Hierarch His Eminence 
Metropolitan Nicholas of New York and Eastern America, His Grace Bishop Irenei of London and 
Western Europe and their successors, and to remain in obedience to the Rector of my parish. I vow 
before Almighty God that I have fully opened my soul to my Father Confessor and Hierarchy in 
preparation for this ordination, and that there are no impediments to my ordination that I have 
hidden or otherwise kept secret from them. I recognise that, in accordance with the Holy Canons, 
following ordination as Subdeacon a man may not enter into a new marriage, and therefore pledge 
that I will remain in my current Orthodox marriage for the remainder of my life, God so helping me. 

 I do vow and promise to carry out my responsibilities as Subdeacon in accordance with the 
Holy Canons of the Orthodox Church, the prescribed Ustav and customs of the Russian Orthodox 
Church Outside of Russia, and the prescriptions and instructions of the Hierarchy and my Parish 
Rector, in perfect obedience to them. I will comport myself always in a manner befitting a servant of 
the Altar, including wearing a cassock at all times in the temple and vesting in the stichar to receive 
Holy Communion. Further, acknowledging that ordination as Subdeacon is an obedience to serve the 
Holy Church, I do pledge that I will be present in the parish of my appointment regularly, at the very 
least on all Sundays and major feastdays, as well as Saturday Vigils to the degree that this is not 
prevented by such obligations as have received a blessing, and that I will serve in the Altar regularly 
in this capacity, and in all cases as appointed and directed by my Parish Rector. I pledge furthermore 
that I shall not serve liturgically as Subdeacon in any other parish except that of my appointment 
without the express blessing of my Ruling Bishop. 

 In addition to which, I pledge and vow to lead a pious and sober life, far removed from 
vainglorious worldly pursuits, in the spirit of humble-mindedness and meekness, and to lead others 
to piety by a good example. In all of this, may the Lord God help me with His Grace and through the 
supplications of the all-pure Theotokos and all the saints. In confirmation of this my oath, I hereby 
kiss the Gospel and Cross of my Saviour, and sign this oath with my own hand. 

Signed: _________________________________________________________________ 

Name (printed)  _________________________________ Date: __________________________  

Attestation of the Spiritual Father: The signatory above was confessed by me and administered this 
oath. No impediments to his ordination as Subdeacon have been found.  

Signed: _________________________________________________________________ 

Name (printed)  _________________________________ Date: __________________________ 


